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1 ich is okay by a lot of o dogmalic, vain, cruel, and stupid. O'Brien said what the hell, so is
he olhier night, which is okay by a lot of peoplo - Christianity dogmatic, so is Lyndon Johnson vain, so were the
except. lhat ostensibly he was put up there on tho °

Iof : )« industrialists and slaveowners of the 19th Cenlury cruel, so is
lelevision program {o defend the point of view . American foreign policy stupid. ’ - :

’E ;]::lt _C?,gmi?,;c;fm h;);)h:yx,n;galthga:i);lcrgi l,}:;:gnsi . Schlesinger was so overcome by the arguments of his putative
i His adversary »'vas Conor Cruise O'Brierl, like Mr. adversary, -t.hat the .bcst he could dp was to say that lh_e
¢t Schlesinger a professor. Mr O'Brien s an :.on-Communist countries were not organically cruel, and that lhpnr
, = T id o | : " systems carried within them the seeds of reform. To which O'Brien
¢ Irishman whose . antipathy. to the United States . 5V i€ ot " (
S and to western ways has lately caused him to'_-bhlhcly'answered that “Iree enlerprise - cruelly” (the I_nduslrml
L e ate o wmesd emerge as objéctively pro-Communist. ~Rcvqlquon) ‘was'l.t notfné::lll)f any &»votr}fet than the a:'g;mnzcd :'m(:
An cxample: Mr. O'Bricn said, oa the television show sponsored ;- $APFICIOuS crucity ot Slalin; and that anyway the very tact o
byy Metromedia, that developing nations tend. - to {ace threo' 100 Liings were geting belter oll the time in the viot Union ;
alternative forms of government, One, “bogus democracy.” Two,  Showed that the Communist stales also gencrate the se ® o {
{

/f \‘/A RTIIUR SCHLESINGER JR was pulverized ~ m' and genteelly, such as thal he béhevcd that communism 1s i
F ,
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“right wing despolism.” Threé, “Communism.” As far as Mt."-: reform; L S o
'O'Brien is concerntd, ‘the man who chodses number three is just as | _ ) : t - -

* mosal ax the man who chgoses eillier of the other two. - . "N a specific point, Mr. O'Brien absolutely proved to ihe
Mr. Schlesinger, aide to President John F. Kennedy, author, aydience trl)nat Mr.po Schlesinger was jnst plainy lfing when, as -
wriler, polemicist, wit, solon, .dreadnaught, ‘bumble.d pietistical recently as a few months ‘ago, he wrole a public letter giving the
responses, The end resull was to give the impression that his impression that the British magazineVEncounter had not been
t | diflerences wilh Mr. O'Brien .were not such as to warrant " (cidizog by the CIA."A founding editor of Encounter (Stephen
| 5'?;"'“?"‘ "’.“e"t‘“f"- ' . oo +" Spender) turned out to be a member of the audicnce, and he more
‘ ) - e ' oxf'[less sdmiltted thadt he too had come to know that it was a CIA.
S SN enormously inleresting © performance, * especially. if one  aflair. Dwight -Mac ona.ld, who worked.for Encounter,'admit!cd
D ' reminds oneself that Mr. Schl%sir?ger is a constnn{)ccémp);nion and . . that hie ‘had been beguiled. And Schiesinger was ‘loft mumbling
menlor of Senator Robert Kennedy, who desires to become ™ Vague irrelevancies about how there was ‘a dilference belween
President of the United States. . .- ) . S E?counttgl('iﬁnd' the C&ng'l'lgsts for gu_légrg‘; Fhrect:om (l)hcreh is lno
One should be very explicit. Mr. Schlesinger managed in the:relevant difference: the latter subsi ized the former); that he-, -
conrse of the eveaing's rout to_say 1) that in ellect he agreed with - admilled he knew all about it when he joined the government (that.-
: | everylhing O'Brien had to say"about the Vietiam war. Le., that it ' Was way back in 1961 for five years before he wrote his disingen:
| is cruel, heedless, indefensible. 2) That he agreed with O'Brien that * Uous letter); and anyway, aren’t we in favor of frce tade unions
J. Edgar Hoover was a dreadlul influence on America, and that he ~~and the intellectuals? , .
should be fired. And 3) that he agreed with O'Brien that there are~ It was O'Brien's night, all right. And one wonders what on earth
no differences worth drawing belween the Communist . states. and . got into Metromedia to sponsor an evening's “debale” between .a
such “allegedly Free World states” as, Portugal, Spain” and South . pro-Communist (that is what, in conlext of the discussion, Mr, =
Mrica. c ¢ . ..o - . ©OBrien most indisputably was), and a gentloman* whose ‘only
What were we all listening for?.The subject ‘'was “The morality of :* enthusiams of the evening were a deniinciation of J, Edgar, Hoover !
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Anti-Communism.” Mr, Schlesinger began by making .a few points ‘. and of the Viethtirm "W}
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